Canada



General information: 
Canada is the 2nd largest country in the world (after Russia) => it’s area is 9, 984 670 km2.
It has the population of about 32 million people => the majority is of European origin, the North American Indians, Eskimos… => Canada is less crowded than the USA.

The capital city is Ottawa. 80 per cent of the Canadians live in large urban centres located in the southern border. More than 40 per cent are of British origin, 30 per cent of French origin, over 20 per cent of continental European origin and the rest is made by Eskimos and Indians (original inhabitants of  Canada) The official languages are English and French, so there are 2 official languages. 60 per cent of population speak English, 30 per cent speak French, the rest are languages spoken by various ethnic minorities. Interesting is that the name „Canada“ comes from the original inhabitants. Indians used the word „kanata“ which means „village“.is an independent federation within the Commonwealth. It is divided into:

- 10 provinces (British Columbia, Alberta, Quebec, Ontario,....)
- 2 territories (Yukon, Northwest territory)

The currency is 1 Canadian dollar which is divided into 100 cents. 


GEOGRAPHY:
Canada borders on /hraničí s/:
- NORTH – sever =>  the Arctic ocean
- SOUTH – juh    =>  the USA
- EAST – východ  =>  the Atlantic ocean
- WEST – západ    =>  the Pacific ocean and Alaska (USA)

MOUNTAINS /hory/ and LOWLANDS /nížiny/:
Western part of Canada, which is called the Cordillera, is very mountainous and rocky => there are the Rocky Mountains, the Coast Mountains and other ranges. The highest peak of Canada is Mount Logan (5959m) – it is in Yukon. In the east there are the Appalachian mountains but there are also many lowlands. In Canada, there are also large prairies suitable for agriculture.

RIVERS /rieky/ and LAKES /jazerá/:
The most important RIVERS are:
- the Winnipeg River
- the Saskatchewan River
- the St. Lawrence River – Rieka Sv. Vavrinca
- the Columbia River
- the Mackenzie River – the longest river in Canada


 The Great Lakes Region is the largest area of fresh water in the world. There are famous Niagara Falls between Lake Erie and Ontario. We can find also other big and beautiful lakes in Canada, e. g. Great Bear Lake, Great Slave Lake, Lake Winnipeg etc.
The biggest LAKES:
- Great Bear Lake
- Great Slave Lake
- Lake Winnipeg

Climate
The climate varies from Arctic climate in the North to moderate climate in the east and west. The country is covered by cold tundra, large forests and the prairie. The most inhabited parts of Canada have continental climate – summers are hot and winters are cold. In the north, the climate is arctic.
Canadian fauna includes:  Grizzly Bear, moose, bison (buffalo), cougar, marmot, canadian

                                            goose, wolverine etc.
 
 
Political system
Canada is a constitutional monarchy, a federal state and parliamentary democracy within the British Commonwealth. The head of the state is the British King and the head of the government is the Canadian Prime Minister.

Places of interest in Canada:

OTTAWA – the capital city
The capital city is a business and technological centre of Canada – many big technological companies have their residence there – for example Alcatel. You can visit about 30 museums, 50 galleries, many night clubs and theatres => The National Gallery of Canada, Ottawa Little Theatre, Canadian Museum of Civilization and so on, Ottawa International Jazz festival.

TORONTO
Toronto is the biggest city in Canada. It is a city of ethnic minorities. If you want to see the tallest building in the world today, you should travel to this city => there we can find the Canadian National Tower (CN Tower) – it is visited by about 2 million people every year because it is an excellent place for observation and it offers a beautiful view. There is a revolving restaurant in it. The Toronto ZOO – the ZOO is divided into geographical regions and you can see there more than 5000 animals in their natural environment.
CALGARY - it’s the city of the XV. Olympic Winter Games. Here is the Calgary 
Stampede - world famous rodeo. 

EDMONTON - it’s Alberta’s capital. This town is known as a festival city. The 
most popular festival is the Edmonton’s Klondike Days.

MONTREAL - it’s the largest city in Quebec and also the second largest city in
Canada. The city is a mixture of French and English cultures. More than 80% of the population are French people. In the centre of Montreal is the Old
city with historical buildings and the modern skyscrapers surround this part. 
The Mont - Royal Park is here and people go skiing and skating there. 

CANADIAN NATIONAL PARKS
Canada´s  nature is definitely one of the most beautiful in the world. With so many mountains, lakes and rivers, it is a popular place for tourists. 
Parks are located across entire Canada and there are many protected plans and species of animals. There are many parks that are a big attraction to tourists – for example Jasper National Park, Glacier National Park, Banff National Park, Fundy National Park, Terra Nova National Park, St. Lawrence Islands National Park, Greenwich, Prince Albert National Park 
NIAGARA FALLS 
between Lake Erie and Ontario

Canadian people are very good at playing hockey – they have won many national competitions and cups. Other sports played in Canada are for example basketball, golf and so on. Canadian people are friendly and Canada is a good country for newcomers. It is a multicultural country – it is home to a large number of aboriginal people, called First Nations. Over the past century and a half, Canada has welcomed 15 million immigrants. Every year about 200,000 new immigrants arrive here => Canada has a national policy for multiculturalism and people's customs and traditions here are preserved and respected.

Canadian flag is red and in the centre there is a white square with simple red maple leaf. 

Famous Canadians: 

A:  inventors: Elon Musk (Tesla, SpaceX, PayPal)



Alexanger Graham Bell (telephone)

B:  actors: Ryan Gosling, Ryan Reyniolds, Jim Carrey, Keanu Reeves, Pamela Anderson

C: singers: Shania Twain, Avril Lavigne, Bryan Adams, Justin Bieber, Shawn Mendes

D: Sportsmen: Wayne Gretsky, Sidney Crosby

Sports: For Canada is sport very important. Most important sports are curling, ice-hockey (NHL is composed from 6 Canadian teams) and lacrosse, Canadian national sport.
